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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
Richard Pauley ~ Virginia State Chapter President 
As a seemingly endless summer filled with 90+ degree days and oppressive 
humidity drags to a close, I am heartened to realize that the “ER months” are 
coming next. To me the “ER months” are September, October, November and 
December.  They represent the best time of the year to me, with cooler 
temperatures, leaves changing colors, football games, the holidays and 
HUNTING. 
When I was younger, I tolerated summer months in order to get to the promise of 
fall.  When I was a young hunter, fall was what it was all about, because spring 
turkey season did not exist.  Some of my fondest memories revolve around 
chasing squirrels with a single-shot, open sight .22 rifle.  Next to turkey hunting, 
squirrel hunting is still one of my favorite pursuits. 
Sadly, fall turkey hunter numbers have steadily declined over the last two decades, 
and I pity the people who aren’t experiencing the thrill of fall hunting.  Turkeys 
are still turkeys, but fall tactics differ greatly from a lovesick gobbler in spring. 
The fall woods have their own look, smells and energy.  Turkeys are in family 
flocks, scratching for food and can be successfully hunted by hunters who learn 
their habits.  Breaking up a fall flock and calling a bird back is a thrill as much as a 
strutting gobbler in April.  I love the fall woods and feel that hunters at that time of 
year are exposed to woodsmanship skills that aren’t there in spring. 
Like squirrel hunting with my little .22 rifle, fall turkey hunting seems to be 
considered less desirable than spring hunting. Nothing could be further 
from the truth.  Get out in the woods this fall and hunt turkeys, while 
enjoying God’s creation. You too may learn to look forward to the ER months.  
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SUPERFUND REPORT – your dollars at work in Virginia! 
The following items are what the VA NWTF has budgeted for in 2019 

OUTREACH PROGRAMS - $36,000 
JAKES- $11205.00   WS- $5750.00 
WITO- $4000.00    Scholarships- $12,000.00 

Turkey Hunter’s Care- $3000.00 
 

HABITAT PROJECTS - $70,503.00 
NATIONAL FOREST   STATE FORESTS 
Jerry’s Run - $5000   Prince Edward State Forest - $3000 
Vance’s Cove - $3500   Appomattox/Buckingham State Forest - $3500 
      Cumberland State Forest - $4000 
WMAs 
Little North Mt WMA - $3250     Big Survey WMA - $13,928 
Highland WMA - $12,000     Big Woods WMA - $14,325.00 
Augusta County- Mowers for use on WMAs - $4000 
Occoneechee State Park - $4000 



 
Field Notes ~ Patrick “Cully” McCurdy, NWTF District Biologist 

 
Fiscal year 2020 marks the 9th year of the NWTF’s agreement with the VA Department of Game and 
Inland Fisheries (VDGIF) to assist the agency with administering funds derived from the sale of national 
forest stamps.  This is the final year of the most current three-year agreement that has realized over $1.2 
million administered by our organization to assist the VDGIF and U.S. Forest Service meet their 
management objectives since 2011.   
Fiscal years are different than calendar years which sometimes makes spending money a tough task.  
The state agency fiscal year runs from July 1 to June 30.  We are currently a little over 2 months into 
fiscal year 2020.  To complicate matters, annual invoicing for our efforts must be submitted to the state 
agency by the first week of June, annually, to assure coding and payment to the NWTF out of the 
specified fiscal year budget.  In retrospect, I usually receive the “new” budget each fiscal year around 
the third week of July.  This year it was July 22.  That leaves about six weeks in June and July where no 
contracts are executed to complete work.  A shortened late Summer/early Fall field season combined 
with the break of Spring to end of May to end the fiscal year is a short window for us to put a quarter 
million dollars on the ground for wildlife conservation and access.   
VDGIF approved $230,000 for habitat and access work to be administered by the NWTF during 
FY2020.  This total includes projects on all 8 ranger districts of the George Washington and Jefferson 
National Forest and several state-owned Wildlife Management Areas.  Projects include significant 
wildlife opening maintenance and access, non-native invasive species treatment and wildlife opening 
refurbishing.  
In addition to traditional habitat enhancement and access projects, VDGIF often requires assistance 
fiscally administering non-traditional projects.  This year is no exception.  One example is a project on 
the Mount Rogers NRA to restore a section of Dry Run in Smyth County.  Dry Run is a native trout 
stream in need of significant stream bank stabilization that is a priority for both the forest service and the 
state game agency.  This multi-phase project requires significant design work, excavation and seeding 
and planting to complete.  The NWTF assisted with the completion of a significant portion of the project 
in FY19 and will administer an additional $18,000.00 for project implementation during the current 
fiscal year. 
Another project example of expanding our efforts to support our partners was completed in mid-August 
on the Lee Ranger District.  The project was a collaborative effort between the VDGIF, the VA 
Department of Commerce and Recreation and the forest service to construct a gate over a cave in 
Rockingham County to prevent vandalism and the spread of White-nosed Syndrome.  White-nosed 
Syndrome is a disease deadly to bats and is often spread unintentionally by cavers that don’t follow the 
necessary steps to make sure their clothes and equipment are cleaned properly between different cave 
entries.  This particular cave is a winter hibernaculum for the endangered Virginia big-eared bat.  The 
gate construction is very specialized in that bats can fly in and out of the cave between the welded bars, 
but yet it excludes entry by people to protect the bats during hibernation.  The NWTF administered the 
contract to purchase the steel and bring in a contractor from Texas who specializes in this type of gate 
construction.  The project value was $15,000.00 and was the 2nd on its kind in recent years that we have 
administered.   
In addition to projects completed utilizing stamp funds, the Superfund Committee approved 13 funding 
requests in March totaling nearly $62,000.00 for habitat work and equipment.  When agency funds for 
the approved projects is added for match ($53,290.00), the total value jumps to $115,290.00.   
With FY2020 marking the last year of our current agreement with VDGIF, negotiations will start this 
winter to renew the agreement for an additional 3 years.  With budgets tightening and the decline in 



 
revenue from license sales, our partnership with the state agencies will be increasingly more important 
year-to-year.  The VDGIF deserves tremendous credit for finding a way to meet the needs for wildlife 
management practices through partnerships to expand their ability to complete projects. 
 
 

HUNTING HERITAGE PROGRAMS 
            

A busy fall is planned for the VAWS! ~ ROBIN CLARK, VAWS 
COORDINATOR 

Our Virginia Wheelin’ Sportsmen program is geared up for our busiest fall ever, 
with four dove hunts, a bass fishing rodeo, and 25 deer hunts! In addition to the 
usual host of quality hunts we’ve held over the last 15 years in all corners of the 
Commonwealth, we have new deer hunts planned for Albemarle, Culpeper, 

Fluvanna and Richmond counties. Our program continues to lead the nation in number of events 
(approx. 45 in 2019) and number of members (almost 400). This wouldn’t be possible without the 
generosity of our NWTF Chapters through the state, the hunt clubs, State agencies, and the many 
individual landowners who allow us these great hunting and fishing opportunities. 
By the time our newsletter hits your inbox, most of our dove hunts will have concluded. Our hunts are 
open to anyone with a mobility-impaired disability and are free of charge. If you’d like to join us for a 
deer hunt this fall, then please complete the application and return to me no later than Sept. 28th. You 
will find the application on our website, https://www.vanwtf.org/wheelin-sportsmen-news We hope to 
see you in the woods with us this fall! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
~ DOUG SISSON, JAKES COORDINATOR 

It’s been a great year for JAKES events in Virginia!  I would like to have photos of your 2019 JAKES 
events to incorporate into a slide show for our January State Leadership Meeting and Awards Banquet.  
Event photos can include group photos, chapter banners, different stations and mostly kids having 
fun!!  Email photos to onebassfishermen@hotmail.com  
 
For those chapters looking to get in on the 2020 JAKES Turkey calls for the spring turkey season, we 
will be taking orders at the January meeting. 

   
 
 

~ JULIE ABEL, WITO COORDINATOR 

One Woman at A Time 
In lieu of a report, I would like to present a challenge. Recently I had the 
opportunity to speak with a woman who had been through a tough divorce. 
During her marriage, her husband took her hunting with him, but she never 
carried a gun. She just went to tag along and learn more about what takes 
him into the woods every weekend during the fall and spring. She thoroughly 

enjoyed going and was excited about making this upcoming season ‘her’ season. Those goals quickly 
slipped to the back burner when she and her husband called it quits and she settled into the reality that 
the opportunity to hunt had ended with their relationship.  
The conversation did not begin based on her needing someone to take her hunting. It was coincidental 
that I learned of her desire to hunt. After knowing her and her husband for years, I had always assumed 
these trips she took into the woods were more than just observatory. It was when she told me she didn’t 
own a gun, but wanted to learn to shoot, that I was curious enough to ask if she had actually harvested 
anything. She had not! 
This realization opened up an opportunity for both of us. For her, an opportunity to hunt. For me, an 
opportunity to bring another woman into the fold. I immediately got on the phone and set up a women’s 
goose hunt with a friend of mine – one who I met five years ago when he offered to take me and two 
other women waterfowl hunting. We have organized a woman’s hunt every year since. After telling him 
about her plight, he also wanted to be part of her journey.  
According to the 2016 National Survey of Fishing, Hunting and Wildlife Associated Recreation, 10 
percent of Americans hunt. Only 1 percent (about 1.1 million) of us are women. While the number of 
men who hunt is declining each year (mostly due to aging), women’s numbers are growing. Many of 



 
them rely on their husbands, fathers or significant others to introduce them to the sport, while many 
more never find the opportunity due to the lack of support from a familiar male who hunts.  
I’d like to challenge each of you this season to take a woman hunting. There is no shortage of women 
who want to hunt and as the Virginia NWTF Women in the Outdoors Coordinator, I am contacted by 
women all the time who are in search of opportunities just like this. There are not enough women’s 
hunting events across the state to fulfill the need – but there are plenty of volunteers. All we have to do 
is create an opportunity – for one woman at a time.  
Contact Julie Abel at JD71H@aol.com if you are interested in becoming a mentor, or can assist us in 
creating an opportunity for a new hunter.  

GET YOURS TODAY! 

 

The Virginia State Chapter of the National Wild Turkey Federation would like to introduce their new 
license plate, applications are being accepted right now!  VA NWTF will cover the upfront cost of $25, 
if you want to personalize or transfer your current tags you only pay $10! 

Be one of the first 450 paid applications received and have a chance on a Henry Lever Action Silver 
Boy .22 caliber!  

When 450 applications are received, the plate is then approved by 
the State Legislature.  The current plate is pre-approved by the VA 
DMV and the printing company, changes may occur but will be 

minor in detail. 

After approval by the State Legislature, the plate is then available for public purchase through the 
DMV.  When 1000 plates have been purchased, the VA NWTF will begin to receive $15 for every $25 
plate purchased thereafter!  This is a milestone and first of its kind for the VA NWTF.  This money 
will then be used in the state of Virginia for wildlife habitat projects, habitat improvements, land 
purchase/access, and many more! 

For more information, contact your local NWTF chapter, or visit www.vanwtf.org.  Applications can be 
found online at www.vanwtf.org, and mailed to: 

Kevin Walter 
9411 Katelyn Ct  
Manassas, VA 20111 

DON’T DELAY! GET YOURS TODAY AND HELP THE VIRGINIA NWTF PROTECT OUR 
HUNTING HERITAGE!  ALSO MAKES A GREAT CHRISTMAS PRESENT! 

 



 
IN  MEMORIAL 

 

David Probst of the Augusta County Chapter passed away May 29, 
2019. 
 

 Tammy Patterson of the Little Switzerland Strutters Chapter passed away on 
August 14, 2019.   
 

LOCAL CHAPTER HIGHLIGHTS 
FAITHFUL  CALL 

    
FRANKLIN COUNTY LONGBEARDS 

   
 
 



 
VA  STATE TURKEY CALLING CHAMPIONSHIP RESULTS: 

21 callers from 7 different states competed in the competition that was held on August 10 at the Virginia 
Outdoor Sportsman Show in Richmond, VA. 
 
JAKES    Intermediate    Gobbling 
1.  Isaac Willow (PA)  1. Matthew Presley (VA)  1. Brett Ladeau (NH) 
2.  Lucas Baker (SC)       2. Josh Pruitt (NC) 
3.  Charli Bearden (NC)       3. Phillip Bryant (WV) 
 
Owl Hooting   VA Friction    Open Friction 
1. Bob Huber (PA)  1. Carl LaRue (VA)   1. Dylan Bearden (NC) 
2. Brett Ladeau (NH)  2. William Brizendine (VA)  2. Tyler Presley (VA) 
3. Shane Martinez (FL) 3. Bobby Woods (VA)  3. Bobby Woods (VA) 
 
  Senior Open    VA Open 

1. Tyler Presley (VA)   1. Tyler Presley (VA)   
2. Tanner Norris (FL)   2. Carl LaRue (VA) 
3. Shane Martinez (FL)   3. Bobby Woods (VA) 

 
 
 

 
TYLER PRESLEY –  VA  STATE CHAMPION 

 
 



 

  
 

VA  NWTF  EVENTS  CALENDAR 
 

EVENT DATE 
State Board Meeting- Bass Pro Shops 9/15/19 at 10am 

State Leadership Weekend- Roanoke, VA 1/17-19/20 
NWTF National Convention- Nashville, TN 2/12-15/20 

State Board Meeting- Lexington, VA 5/17/20 
 
 

Take a child outdoors this fall, introduce them and others to our 
pastime, help create new hunters, or take your neighbor who maybe 
doesn’t have anywhere to hunt.  Good luck afield, have fun, be safe, 

and thank you for helping the NWTF  
“SAVE THE HABITAT, SAVE THE HUNT”! 

 


